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EPA puts JPL on target list for contaminant cleanup
potential contamination of soft, and l,l-dlchloroethane exceeding inadequate, that any further studies m;_y

By Elizabeth Wilson groundwater, surface water or drinking water standards in at JPL spent $1.125 million to turn up.
_i_,.Wr,t_ air. least one of the five wells moni- help build a water cleanup plant "We're actively working with

JPL officials believe pollution toted around JPL property, after the 1990 well study, to pre- the EPA right now to establish
I,A CANADA FLINTRIDGE -- at the lab occurred during the Although the EPA and JPL vent contamination of drinking the project scope and scht.(luh_,

l'h,, t_.S F.nvironmental Protec- 1940s and '50s, when the facility will be devising a cleanup strate- water in municipal wells near he said.
ti_, A_,ncy announced Tuesday was operated by the Army. gy together, the lab has already the lab. Since JPL is on,federal pc_,l,_'r-
_h_ _he Jet Propulsion Labors- Chemicals such as freon, mercu- started working on a plan, said "We funded the construction ty, it is not eligible lbr SLIp_v-
to_-y has been placed on the Su- ry, rocket fuel and sulfuric acid Chuck Burfl, manager of JPL's of the plant to ensure that Pass- fund money, and NASA will
1)e_Fu,_d National Priority List, were disposed of in cesspools environmental affairs office, dens had a clean water supply," probably pay for the ch,_,_,pBurll said. Over 1,200 sites nati_,,_dc
whi,-h requires the cleanup of around the lab, as was the corn- "JPL has been very anxious to But Buril added that JPL still have been named to the St,pt;v
_',,vir_mentally contaminated mort practice at the time. begin planning to help move the questions the cause of the con- fund priority list. EPA _pt_kcs-
a,e:,._ discovered at the lab. The lab has been anticipating process along," Buril said. tamination, woman Lois Grunwa|d _ai,l the

The, _PA's list targets sites being placed on the Superfund Lab spokesman Frank O'Don- "We're not certain JPL is the agency updates the list _.very
throughout the United States list for almost a year, since a nell added that JPL is reluctant only source," he said. year or two.
p(_._it_ the greatest long-term 1990 study found the contami- to jump too far ahead in the Buril said JPL has no estimate The cleanup process is ll,_ually
threat to public health and the nants tricholorethylene, perch- planning stages, lest the EPA of the costs or time involved in lengthy, and can take y_,:_v._.._he
_,_vivonrnent. due to actual or lorethylene, carbon tetrachloride ask it to redo procedures it finds cleaning 9p contaminated areas said.


